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Please note that the color of parts in your kit may vary from that shown in these instructions.   

Preparation 

1. You will need a clean flat work area 3 to 4 square feet in size with bright lighting.  This should 

include an area where parts can be set aside without getting dirty or damaged. 

2. You should also have a spray booth or well ventilated and clean area to paint the parts. 

3. Tools required are a small file, small angled needle nose pliers, and toothpicks.  Some sort of 

magnification will help in a few places. 

4. Only remove the larger pieces from the box and separate from the foam wrapping when 

called for in the instructions.  Do not remove the contents from the smaller poly bags until 

called out in the instructions.  This will minimize the chance that the smaller parts get lost or 

damaged.  

Assembly Notes 

1. Please note that many parts in this kit have many small, fine details which are delicate.  Hold 

parts by the edge as much as possible to minimize the chance that any of those features get 

damaged. 

2. Use medium viscosity CA glue only.  No other glue will hold the parts together.  Only a small 

amount of glue is necessary.  Place a small amount of glue on the part and spread the CA 

with a toothpick so all the joint surface is covered.  Error on the side of less glue, as you do not 

want glue to ooze out the joints. 

3. Railfan Models uses and recommends Tru-Color paints, but you can use any brand of paint 

you are comfortable with.  Tru-Color paint numbers used are: TCP-007 PRIMER, TCP-012 

CHINESE RED, TCP-018 GLOSS, TCP-025 UP HARBOUR MIST GREY, TCP-026 UP ARMOUR YELLOW, 

TCP-069 REEFER YELLOW,  TCP-077 SILVER, and TCP-805 FLAT BLACK.  While we use a custom 

blend rust color, TCP-407 MATT BROWN RUST is close to what we use. 
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Wheelsets 

1. Remove the wheelsets from bag A.  The disk rotors are already installed, the wheelsets have 

been washed and are ready to prime. 

2. Mask the tread (there are commercial wheelset holders to assist with this – 36” wheel size), 

then spray with primer. 

3. After the primer has dried, paint the wheelsets a darker rust color to look more like the 

prototype car.  A prototype picture is shown for reference. 

4. Weather the outside of the wheels with powders if desired then set the wheelsets aside. 
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Trucks 

1. Remove the parts from bag B. 

2. Test fit the side frames with the bolsters to verify the fit.  Please note the side frames are not the 

same.  There should be two pairs that look as shown. 

3. Use a small amount of CA to coat the backside cavities on one of the side frames then insert 

the bolster and hold tightly for at least 8 seconds.  Repeat for the other truck. 

 

4. Prime the two parts just assembled and all of the remaining individual parts of the trucks. 

5. Paint everything Silver except the brake beam with calipers, which should be painted a 

medium grey color. 

6. Test fit the other side frame to the bolster loosely, then insert the wheelsets.  Holding the truck 

together, test roll the truck back and forth to ensure the wheelsets rotate freely. 
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7. Now push the side frame away slightly from the bolster creating a small gap between the 

parts.  The wheelsets should remain in place with both side frames. 

 

8. Use a toothpick to apply CA in the gap trying to get glue down as deep as possible while not 

allowing the gap to increase in size.  Press the side frame together quickly and tightly with the 

bolster and place on a flat surface while holding the parts together.  Roll the truck back and 

forth to verify the rotation of the wheelsets, and that the truck does not twist. 

9. Test fit the frame ends to the side frames then remove. Using a toothpick, place a small drop 

of CA on the ends of the side frames and place each frame end in place. 

10. Place a small drop of CA into the pockets for the brake beam and place the brake beam into 

position. 
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Doors and Railings 

1. Remove the parts from bag C.  Remove the windows from the doors.  Note the arrows on the 

backside of the windows showing the vertical alignment. 

 

2. No assembly is required before priming and painting parts as shown below. 

3. After painting, remove the paper from the window, opposite the side of the arrows. 

4. Use a tooth pick to apply a small amount of CA to the corners of the recessed window 

pockets. 

5. Orient the window where bare window is facing the door, and press the window into the 

pocket. 
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6. Prime and paint the two railings as shown.  Harbor Mist Grey on the back, Armour Yellow on 

the front bottom and side edges.  Paint a small Black strip across the top edge and top part of 

the front. 

 

Ends 

1. Remove the parts from bag D. 

2. Because the tube diaphragms can not be user installed, the part has already been primed, 

and painted.  However, there are a few parts you will have to install and paint yourself. 

3. The smallest grab iron goes in the holes by the door handle.  Test fit first, then apply a little CA 

to the ends of the grab iron and place in position. 

4. The larger grab irons go in the holes at the bottom of the end pieces.  When gluing these in 

place, make sure that the grab irons do not stick through the bottom, but remain flush. 

5. Place a small amount of CA on the bottom ends of the foot plates and place above the grab 

irons previously placed. 

6. Install the large L shaped grab irons as shown with a small amount of CA at the end of the 

grab irons. 

7. On the end pieces with a recess, glue the brake wheels in position with a small drop of CA. 

8. You can brush paint the small parts, or you can mask the tube diaphragms and spray the parts 

with Harbor Mist Grey to blend in with pre-painted part. 

Roof 

1. Remove the parts from bag E. 

2. Glue the 4 drip edges, roof vent, fire cracker antenna, and grab iron in place with CA applied 

by toothpick. 

3. Prime and paint Harbor Mist Grey. 
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Bottom 

1. Remove the parts from bag F. 

2. Glue the ladders and brackets into position as shown below. 
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3. Remove the parts from bag G. 

4. Assemble the three tanks as shown. 

 

5. Assemble the electrical cabinet as shown.  Place the bottom on the core, then the front and 

rear plates. 
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6. Test fit then glue the tanks and electrical cabinet in position as shown. 
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7. Test fit and glue the coupler cut bars in place. 

8. Prime the bottom then paint Harbor Mist Grey. 

9. Paint the HEP connector covers red, and the various valve handles as shown below. 
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Sides 

1. The sides are wrapped together in the bottom of the kit.  Carefully remove the wrapping and 

avoid bending the sides.  The sides are ready to prime and paint.  Use the pictures below for 

guidance in masking. 

2. Prime the inside and outside of each piece, then prime the insides Harbor Mist Grey. 

3. On the outside, find it easier to paint the yellow first, making sure to paint the side and top 

edges of the doorways.  Do not let any overspray wrap around to the back. 

4. Next, mask and paint the red, making sure the bottom of the doorway is painted red. 

5. Finally, mask and paint the grey. 
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Final Assembly 

1. Lay out the sides, ends, magnet pockets, roof and bottom. 

2. Test fit all of these pieces together first before gluing.  Please note that each of these parts will only fit on 

one side, end, or direction.  Also note the pictures below use parts that have not been painted as your will be at this 

point. 

3. Start by pressing one of the sides into position on the bottom part.  Lay the combination down 

on your work surface with the side down.  We recommend two payers of paper towel on your 

work surface so the paint on the bottom side doesn’t het damaged. 

 

4. Place the Magnet Pockets into place as shown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Press the Ends into place with your fingers on the 

Diaphragms.  Pressing anywhere else on the End pieces may 

damage the small detail features. 
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6. Now press the remaining side into position.  All of these parts should fit tightly and stay 

together. 

 

7. Check that all the joints between the parts fit tightly together.  While we check the fit of parts 

when boxing the kit, there may be a joint that doesn’t fit as tightly as you would like.  If that is 

the case, use a small file to remove any material that may be preventing the parts from 

seating properly. 

8. After verifying the fit of the body parts, place the roof into position.  The best way to do this is 

to lay one edge of the roof along the edge of one of the sides, the let the magnets pull the 

roof closed.  If the roof was to push away, just spin the roof 180 degrees and repeat.  The roof 

will only install one way.  The fit should be tight with the ends, but easily allow the roof to be 

removed or placed back into position. 
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9. Once satisfied with the total fit of all of the parts, remove the roof and one of the sides.  Ensure 

all of the other parts are still tightly pressed together. 

10. Start with the side previously removed.  Place a small bead of CA on the edge of the bottom 

and the exposed sides of the Magnet Pockets.  DO NOT PLACE GLUE ON OR NEAR THE JOINTS 

WITH THE END PIECES! 

11. Press the side into place, ensuring a tight fit with the end pieces, and using all of your fingers, 

place even pressure along the bottom of side for about 10 seconds. 

12. Now remove one of the Ends, place a small amount of CA on the exposed end of the Magnet 

Pocket and the end of the Bottom piece.  The same warning above applies – do not get glue 

on or near the joint with the Side pieces. 

13. Press the End into place with your fingers on the Diaphragms, verifying a tight fit with all of the 

other pieces. 

14. Repeat for the other end, then other side. 
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15. Install the railings into the sides with a small amount of CA on the side tabs.  

16. Set a plain door into the slot by the railing. 

17. Test fit a Door Guide over the door.  Make sure the door slides easily.  If not, then use a small 

file to remove a little material from the bottom and top of the door, checking the fit frequently 

until the door moves easily. 

18. Use a small amount of CA on the Door Guide and press into position.  Move the door 

occasionally to make sure the door does not get stuck by any errant glue. 

19. Repeat for the other 3 doors.  Two of the doors have handles and grab irons, which should 

face toward the center of the car. 
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20. Lay the Coupler Extensions from bag G into place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21. Remove the parts from bag H. 

22. Slide the coupler end through the slot at the end of the car.  Angle the coupler to clear and 

lay on the pin of extension.  

 

23. Install the painted Coupler Cover from Bag G as 

shown. 

 

24. Use the supplied screw to secure the cover.  

Please note that the screw may not sit entirely 

flush with the cover.  This is OK, so do not try to 

force it in any further. 
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25. Paint the Air Line on the Coupler Cover Black, and the 90 degree elbow Silver as shown below. 

26. Highlight the small Air Hoses from Bag G with Black, Silver, and Bright Yellow as shown.  When 

the paint has dried, apply a small drop of CA with a toothpick to the back of the small Air 

Hose and place into position as shown above. 

27. Lay the previously completed trucks into position and use the supplied screws to secure in 

place.  Do not overtighten the screws.  The trucks should freely rotate and be allowed to rock 

back and forth a small amount. 
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28. Test fit the Grab Irons on the sides and doors.  You may have to use a #80 or #79 to open the 

holes up, or to deepen the holes if the Grab Irons do not sit down to a proper level. 
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Decals 

1. Remove the Decals from Bag I. 

2. Trim each Decal as close to the printed area as possible and soak in water for 20 to 30 

seconds.  Let Stand 10 seconds then slide off the backing with a toothpick into position on the 

model.  Follow additional instructions at  

3. Use the following photos as reference for Decal placement.   

 The 3 JACKING PAD decals over the trucks are the same on both sides over each truck. 

 As stated on the website, you will need to purchase a Microscale 87-1056 decal set to 

finish the car.  An alternate will be 87-630. 

4. Apply a setting solution to the decals. 

5. Spray a gloss coat over the decals including the entire Sides, Ends, and Roof. 
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Storage 

For your convenience, the box the kit came in can be used with the foam inserts to store your car 

when not in use. 


